Senior housing towner looking at makeover
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discussions.
"Our housing need for seniors is not going to go down; it will only increase in time," Martinez said. "And
one of the biggest desires is to have centrally located affordable senior housing. If we can achieve
consensus among the stakeholders, it would be a true tribute to President Johnson to fulfill the vision he
had more than four decades ago."
Martinez said at this stage, there have been "no formal agreements, no commitments," noting that it will
take "multiple parties to come to any development agreement."
Saldaña said the acreage offers "huge potential" for development.
David Stauch, president of HS&A, said the firm is "thrilled" to be a partner with the Austin Geriatric
Center-Rebekah Baines Johnson board on the project.
"This landmark project will serve as a gateway to Austin from the south, while expanding low-income
housing facilities for the elderly," Stauch said.
Planning team
Sabino Renteria, who is involved in planning issues in the East Cesar Chavez neighborhood, is one of
three neighborhood representatives on an advisory board to the Austin Geriatric Center regarding the
tract.
"I think it's wonderful that the board wants to work with our neighborhood planning team to come up with
a mixed-use project that expands the number of affordable housing units and brings some small-scale
retail that would serve the seniors and disabled people who live there as well as nearby residents,"
Renteria said.
Neighborhood residents would like a small grocery, he said, and private dental offices "might be a
welcome addition."
"Some people have talked about creating a unique park with amenities to serve residents with multiple
disabilities as part of the vision."
Renteria said he also is pleased the Austin Geriatric Center is considering more housing on the site to
serve residents with a mix of incomes.
"As our neighborhood ages, we'd like to see more senior housing built, so we don't have to leave our
neighborhood when it's time to give up our homesteads," Renteria said.
The HS&A team also includes Bury + Partners, a civil engineering firm, of which it is a subsidiary; Capitol
Market Research, a local real estate consulting firm; the Drenner & Golden Stuart Wolff law firm; and
Southwest Strategies.
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